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- MALHEUR REFUGE RECORDS FAVORABLE GENERAL CONDITIONS

. Gemeral weather and water conditions of & favorable
nature prevailed throughout the months of May, June, and
July. May end June in this locality saw only moderately
warn weather, as shown on the weather chart below, while
other parts of Oregon, as well as most the Western States,
were sweltering in perhaps the worst heat wave occurring in

mANY years

July 1938 started with extraordinarily moderate temper-
atures for any summer seagon, with the first five days of the
month recording a total of approximately 1.1 inches of rainfell,
This emount of precipitation, coming as it did at the most opportune
time, greatly aided in redueing the ordinarily excessive rate '
of eveporation of all water surfaces, as well as furnished
refreshment for many outlying pools which could not be replen-
ished in any other mamner,

The following weather recordings were made at lalheur

- Refuge:
Sod House Weether Bureau Statiom
Weather Da g%ff June, July 1956--Sumary
: Precipitation| Meximws | Minimum

Noukh During Nonth jTemperaturejTemperature
May .63 86 25

June : 1.42 87 foaats - B

July ‘ 1,19 96 44

Total Precipitation 3.24
Mox, Temperabture ¢ « ¢« ¢+ s s ¢ s 96
n!h !‘cqgnhars A B s e  BY

As stated in 1938 Malheur Refuge Annual Report, this
area enjoyed the best waber conditions this spring and summer
than for many years past, not only from the standpoint of
run-off from the Steens Mountains, but also from the stand-
point of rainfall--with an average of 1,08 inches for each
month of the three being covered by this report.




;  The run-off from the Blitzen watershed continued well
into the month of June, which allowed a substential flow of
water into Malheur Lake up to sbout July 1, and resulted im

- the lake level rising from 4081.12 feet elevation as of March 9
to 4092,7, maximum level on July lé4--this being the only
reading teken in July.

Once Malheur Lake attained this unusually high level,

sufficient flow from the Blitzen was available until late
July to maintain such s level, however, early August saw a
marked loss in water surfece on that area because of evaporation
and the enormous quantity consumed by the aguatic vegetation.
Many water areas in the Blitzen Velley, of course, were reduced
or dried up entirely because of the necessity of elosing diversion

canals to exclude water from hey end grui:sg mdm.

The week of July 17 to 23, with tupontm-u avcrugiag
close to 95 in the daytime and correspondingly warm nights,
brought some fesar of en epidemic of duck sickness on Nalheur
 Leke, when sbout a hundred dead dueks, showing evidence of

food poisoning, were observed in several areas., Luckily,
July 27, 28, and 29, heralded cooler weather, and esch of these
three days brought high wind storms sccompanied by intermittent
showers--all of which can be considered a Godsend, These strong
winds shifted the waters of the lake and undoubtedly relieved
& situation which otherwise might have been quite serious,

INFORMATIONAL WILDLIFE DATA ASSEMBLED

Nesting and brood studies relating to waterfowl were
both given considerable time this semson by & jumior biologish
of the Wildlife Research division. Although considerable deta
has been gained, final sanslysis thereof has not been fontod.

The charts shown on the uocwdin‘mnmcuanbhd
from date gained by these studies, These should provide some
basis for speculstion as to our total nesting population of the
species represented, however, this oftm is reticent to venture
out on the limd of conjecture.
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Some of thm nests may have ‘been Blm—vingod Tul.
This nest observed in Unit 6. »
These nests noted on rimrocks har&ring Blitzen Valh:r.
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First Canvasback nest
to be recorded on Malheur Lake
Found June 14, 1938, picture
taken that date also, WNest
eontained 10 eggs, built in
heavy tule growth, over 5}
to 4 feet of water. Female
bird seen leeving nest and
light downy eovering positive-
ly identified the nest,

Young Gulls (Californies &
Ring-billed)on haystack in
Malheur Lake, with many adults
in flight overhead. Expos-
ure nmade June 14, 1938,

Gulls, Pelicans, and Terns
nesting on old sunken hay-
stack in middle of Halheur
Lake/ where Pelicans and Gulls
again took up nesting abode in
1936 after absence of about
10 years. Exposure taken
June 14, 1938,




: As stated in our recently-submitted annual report,
Lesser Scaup ducks were observed for the first time this year
meking nesting use of this Refuge, while Canvasbacks, first
reported in 1937, have become common throughout the erea with
their broods. The first Canvasback nest with 10 eggs on the
Melheur Leke eree was recorded this year on June 14,

From observations made throughout the Refuge, and based
upon the brood chart on the preceeding page, we believe that
Gadwall ducks built more nests and raised more young than any
other species on the area, with Mallards rumning a close mon‘d.

Pelicans, gulls, terns, horom, grebu, avocets, ourlm,
ete., all contributed generously to the propagation of bird life
on Malheur, The old haystabks of former years on the Lake have
settled and disintegrated to the extent where little more than
a resemblance of floating, rotting rafts protrudes irregularly
out of the water, As evidenced by the pictures on the opposite
page, great colonies of various species, ineluding, gulls, pelicans,
and terns, used these old stacks to considerable mting mdvnnhgu

Ringnecked Pheasants are believed to be staadny on the
inerease, although no broods were noted during the past season. :
The large hay meadows of the P Ranch ares no doubt offers sufficient
food and cover for this species so that it is unnecessary for them
to venture near the travelled routes, and amrdingly. any existing
broods are ulden seens

Sage Hens are definitely on the increase on the Refuge
area, since during July we have noted many scattered individuals
and several concentrations made of young birds of this year's hatch,
One group of this species seen in late July numbered more tham .
20 individuels,

Mourning Doves are eommonly seen throughout tho areea, and
are much more numerous then heretofore., Many pairs were noted
during the mating season and some slight concentrations were
in evidence in the Blitzen Valley during the past month,

Quail have ovidently failed to gain a foothold in this
area after the severe winter of 193637, while Eurppean Partridge
have been noted intermittently, but mever in any great numberse



Pelicans and Gulls on
old haysteck in center of
¥alheur lake where e grest
number of both species nested
during 1938 season. Pioture
taken June 14, 1938

Young Pelicans in nest on
old haystack. Note other nest
with single eggz in center of
picture, and tall tule growth
in background, This stack
located in Malheur lLake where
it is entirely surrounded by
water. Taken June 14, 1938,



ik C The Division of Predator and Rodent Control mainteined -
... a hunter on Malheur Refuge throughout Mey, Jume, snd July

e ~ of this year, and according to the Distriet Agent's monthly

R reports, the local representative of that division mmtod

: : for the ronmdng proﬂatarsz ‘ : :

£ Coyotes _ Bobosts

.I‘- : AR, Honth ‘Killed Killed
July e  33_ e Lo

(B ‘ P s prodatory animh whetever were killed ‘by Refugo
O RE perwnml during the pwiw under aonsi&autiam

Bird banding M%Mtin in lb,y. Jm. and July of 1958,
aédcd the ronawing to Melheur's banding mhimntn T

June 8, 1938 - HMallard ; 4
B : ' Canvasback yey
Jaly. 1,-1988 Gulls : 384
o 5 b ~ Pintails 49
e Gulls . - 2Bl .
A B S Bgrets ' 38
. Ml Blue Heron >
w Bl 19 . . Egrets e
s ; Blue Heron 3
20 : Blkernd Night Herom 51
Blue Heron : e
Pelicans . i
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e el Taakuish i al) the sbove Birds were juveniles, it was
i ' impossible to definitely determine the sex of eash, therefore,
- they were reported nmurdfmgly. :

‘ : sups were taken to repair and remodel the banding tr-.p

in the Buena Vista area so that when the fall migrations start
- arriving here, which will be soon, we will be in & position to
_ trep considerable numbers if eonditiom are favorsble,




€66 conTAUEs mx.omm ON MALAEUR IN JULY

: Immhuml&h&hmmmmwmw

mlﬂamlnwmandmlmuupwimw,
1938, we are inecluding herein only the accomplishments on the
area subsequent to the expiration of last fiscal year, =

REFUGE_DEVELOPMENTS IN JULY

_ , Finished :
Type of Development _ _  Quanmbity __Location
Vehlole Bridge Comstrustion 1 oa Unit 7. :
" New Pence Construotion [ R R noma.ry_ﬁ '
manyucmm 9528 ou, yds, Units 6& 7.
hhphm Liucmtr. -5 | 4 miles = Narrows to Sod House . :
. Truck Tralls 3.2 M. S Pl road
Btav. Chaneely (Rarth) . 29,000 su, yiss.  Basheide Desa Lake
Exonvy Chancels (Resk) 45182 ou. yds.  Basteide onsal

In addition to the sbove, considerable effort was spent
on general cleanup of the ares, razing undesirsble structures,

- end transportation of materials.

Yo aquatic planting was done within the past three monthn,
however, considerable growth was made by all the desirable
aquatic vegetation previously established on the Refuge. Duek
weed made considerable gains in all shallow arsas of Halheur
Lake as well as the Blitzehm Valley., Other aguatic plants which
were noted to have spread into the many water areas inecluded

the following: Dwarf Spikerush, Common Spikerush, Waterweed,
~Water Planten, Duck Patate, lusk Grass, Pepper Wort.

Sago Pond Veed made uuuul growth throughout Malheur
‘Lake and extended into many of tha ditehes, cenals, and ponds
of Blitzen 'hllqy. ' : _




mm mm wmxmqummamm
ares (u‘nm 6) grew exceptionally well, A resent inspeetion
of the spproximately 70 ecres of the former and 230 umt .
the latter species revealed that both would produce bumper
erops if the hordes of blackbirds could be sontrolled. ‘l'beu_ i
sreas wore sowed and eared for by Govermment labor, and only
sufficient grain will be harvested to cover our seed require-

' ‘mta fw next yenr, lming the ‘balm fo? use ot ’himu

~up %o July 16, July 15 heralded the

¥ Sourentaetly S600 witloe piabtige Ve Pinani gxm ok
. mamwmnmdmwymamwmmm- Sl
protection ageinst wave uﬁiam | e

& PUBLIG mmxéxs. mrwmm mzmma mms‘ e

G w}ww'a umg M mza ,lm were smt&a“ L et
~ delayed end no ecemping faeilities were aunahh during . A
~ past months, however, Wutmﬁmmmtmmim :
and are mow on hand, it is believed that this m;lcpmt will
be mmplota yrior to the pessing o:t ane’ahor yur‘ Ll iR

o T alimm River did not reach smmr lml m‘bu uﬂy
; July amd little or no fishing was aveilsble wuntil July 1,

It is estimated thet 75 man days angling recreationmel use m , -

made of the water open %o fishing within the Refuge, hmw&r;'
we have no information on the mumber of Rainbow Trout, the
only species of game fish in these waters, were teken. Mg o L
mormﬁm«ycwmsmmnmmhudmmh

ends or holidays, however, many small parties of amgl»ﬂ mo i o

. fishing under permit on the Rafugc on week days, . . -

Ho ﬂalatiam er Refuge mgﬂaﬁena were mm éuring
- any month of the three just past, except a minor number of
trespass cattle whi&h wore pfmptl;r wmad hy our wamlar*
range riders. ; it

,_;;gomxp, USES OF W R msmxcm DURLG XBSTIO o

| Bynd‘lwrm mmupalm, mma:mtmrm'
allowed on the Refuge meadows ﬁwmg Apvil. w,, Jm, and -
wm

season and thc mowers begen to hum ‘hortsly



The following permits were issued recently by the
Weshington Office for various uses on the Refuge:

Permittee Area Use
Judd Wise Sod House Ranch qung & Gmi.ng
Jde He & Fred Witzel Witgel-Krumbo Area
Cs C, Barnes Barnes Area ' Gmnl rmin;
Clyde Weittenhiller Happy Valley Area Grazing
Je Le Bradeen Frenchglen Property Postof{ice, store, oﬁo.
Paul Stewart New Dimnd Rsnlh naylag & Grning

A Wroppiag wt is boh:g drawn up to cdnr
the eooperative arrangement under the J. H, & Fred Witnl
permit whereby approximately 90 acres of grainm would be =
oultinted and planted in barley, of which one-third share
of the harvest will be turned over to the Refuge for wildlife
feeding use, Harvest operations will begin sbout September
10. ; A :

MALEEUR m DRAWS MANY VISITORS nmx.r

‘ Many interested md .‘mt‘ﬂntmg vi-ikeﬂ mimd : _
this area and its bird life recently. An interested mumtiomw
from British Columbis was conducted over the Refuge in May,
~A group of nature course teachers demanded the attention of
the Refuge Superintendent for a one-half-dey period, Each
- Sunday and holiday has brought from two to & half-dozen oarﬁtlt
of tourists or vacationists,

In conjunction with thrnmugl M‘nmhin Order af
Antelope Meeting, a tour of Melheur Refuge was sponsored by
the Burns Chamber of Commerce, Thirty-six attendents of the
Hart Mountain festivities jourmeyed over the wasteland of
mwmm.mmmmzmmmmbm
haven where they were shown thcwdwolopmnu and much
of the bird life,



